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2023 TRS Board of Control Election Candidate Biographies 
 

Bobby W. Jackson 

Education - B.S., Education, St. Bernard College; M.S., Health/Physical Ed., Educational Admin., UAB. Employment History - Madison City 

Schools, 98-16; Madison County Schools, 77-98; Jackson County Schools, 76-77; Marshall County Schools, 74-76. Affiliations - Optimist 

Club President; Alabama Association of Prevention Attendance and Student Services - Treasurer since 2004; Madison County Athletic 

Association 1977 – 2011; National Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association Resolutions Committee 2004; AHSAA instructor Athletic 

Director courses 2003 – 2011; Oversee 2.3 million dollar budget for Madison City Schools Transportation Department 2002 - 2016  
 

 

Carol H. Abernathy 

Education - Bachelors of Elementary Education, University of North Alabama; Masters of Elementary Education, Alabama A&M; AA, Advanced 

Study in Education, University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB); UAB Certificate in Administration and Supervision; Studied technology and 

other studies at the University of Alabama. Employment History - Fayette County Board of Education; Targon Adult Education; Winfield City 

Board of Education; Jackson County Board of Education. Affiliations - Alabama Education Association; National Education Association; AERA 

Board of Directors; AERA Foundation Board – Vice President; AERA District 3 Director; Fayette County AERA – President, Vice President, 

Committees; Area of Aging Advisory Council, Silver Hair Representative – HD16; Alabama Consortium for Technology LLC – Board Member 
 

 

Jimmie L. Robinson 

Education - A. H. Parker School; Lawson State Community College, Brick Masonry. Employment History - City of Birmingham, 2016-2021; 

University of Alabama at Birmingham, 1990-2013. Affiliations - Certified Municipal Official Advanced Certification, Alabama League of 

Municipalities, 2007; Certified Municipal Official Basic Certification, Alabama League of Municipalities, 2004 
 

 

Donna Lynn Dyess 

Education - B.S., Pharmacy, Auburn University; M.D., University of South Alabama College of Medicine (USA COM); General Surgery 

Residency, USA COM; Burns and Critical Care Fellowship, USA COM; M.B.A., University of South Alabama. Employment History - Assistant 

Medical Director, Mobile Fire Rescue Dept, 1995 – present; University of South Alabama – Health Care LLC, 2011 – present; University of 

South Alabama College of Medicine, 1989-2011 (retired 2011); National Disaster Medical System – Alabama 3 DMAT, 1995 – present. 

Affiliations - University of South Alabama Foundation Board of Directors, 2021 – present; Alabama Breast & Cervical Early Detection Program 

Board of Directors, 1996 – present; Mobile County Emergency Medical Services Rescue Squad Board of Directors, 2016 – present 
 

 

Martha J. Livingston 

Education -Talladega High School; English Seminars at Auburn University Montgomery. Employment History - C.L. Salter Elementary, 

Secretary/Bookkeeper, 28 years; Crown Textile, Accounts Payable; Shell Plant, Accounts Payable; Palace Drug, Pharmacy Clerk Affiliations 

- AERA Board of Directors, 12 years (Legislature/ Membership Vice President); AEA Board; ESP Board; ESP President, 2 years; ESP Pioneer 

Award renamed Martha Livingston Pioneer Award 2021; Shining Star Award 1998; ESP of the Year 
 

 

Anita Gibson, incumbent 

Education – BS, Elementary Education with Honors, Jacksonville State University; Masters, Elementary Education with Honors, University of 

Alabama Employment History - Classroom Teacher Dekalb County Board of Education, 1988-2015 Affiliations - Currently serving on the 

TRS/PEEHIP Board in the Retired Position 2; AEA Board of Directors; AERA Board; NEA Board - Retired Representative; DERA Membership 

Chair; NEA Retired Membership Recruitment and Engagement Project Chair; AEA Vice President, 2 terms; AEA President, 2 terms; NEA 

Board – Active, 2 terms; DERA Vice President and Treasurer; AEA and NEA Conference Presenter on Retired Issues; respected advocate for 

AEA/AERA members for over 30 years. 
 

 

Nancy J. Fox 
Education - B.S., Education, Jacksonville State University; M.S., Special Education, Jacksonville State University; Ed. S., Counselor 

Education, University of Alabama; Ed. D., Counselor Education, University of Alabama. Employment History - Retired, Executive Director, 

Alabama Counseling Association, Birmingham, AL; Retired, Counselor Educator/ Associate Professor Jacksonville State University, 

Jacksonville, AL; Counselor, Hoover City School System, Hoover, AL; Counselor, Jefferson County School System, Birmingham, AL; Special 

Education Teacher, Jefferson County School System, Birmingham, AL; 3rd grade teacher, Jefferson County and St. Clair County. Affiliations 

- Alabama Counseling Association (ALCA) Distinguished Service Recipient, 2021; Inducted Member, Jacksonville State University School of 

Education Hall of Fame, 2021; Wilbur A. Tincher Award for Humanitarian and Caring Person Alabama Counseling Association, 2014; Elected 

President - 2010 ALCA; 2014 AL Assoc for Counselor Education & Supervision; 2008 AL School Counselor Association; American School 

Counselor Association Outstanding Leadership Award, 2009 
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