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The new Alabama State House is expected to be ready to use in the 2027
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The Alabama Legislature kicked off its annual session Tuesday,

the last one in the 63-year-old State House.

A new five-story State House directly across Ripley Street from the

old one is expected to be completed in time for the 2027 session.

The first meeting of the session was short, as it normally is.

Legislators cannot vote on bills the first day. The House of

Representatives met for a half-hour.

Gov. Kay Ivey will announce her priorities during her State of the

State address Tuesday night.

The main responsibility for legislators is to pass the state

education and General Fund budgets.

This year, that includes a decision whether to approve a raise for

teachers and education employees while also covering a large

increase in the state’s cost of health insurance for education

employees.

Legislators begin committee meetings on Wednesday and will

move some bills in position to vote on as early as Thursday.

The House Judiciary Committee will consider a bill that would

make rape of a child younger than 12 a death penalty offense.

The House Health Committee will consider a bill intended to

remove sodas, energy drinks, candy and processed desserts from

the list of items that can be bought with the Supplemental Nutrition

Assistance Program (SNAP).

Other states have moved to add those restrictions to the SNAP

program.
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The building now used as the State House was completed in 1963

and was originally for the Alabama Highway Department.

The Legislature moved into the building in 1985 in what was

originally planned as a temporary move during renovations of the

State Capitol.

The Legislature has remained in the retrofitted building since then.

“It’s certainly more than past due time for the temporary status to

be removed,” House Speaker Nathaniel Ledbetter, R-Rainsville,

said Tuesday.

The Retirement Systems of Alabama is building the new State

House under a contract signed in September 2023.

In September 2024, the Legislature entered a second contract for

the RSA to do the rest of the project - demolishing the current

State House and adding a parking deck.

At a briefing last August, officials said the project was on track to

cost about $400 million.

The RSA will lease the new building to the Legislature over a 25

years and receive an 8% return.

The Legislature intends to pay the RSA $225 million up front and

pay off the rest of the $400 million over the course of the lease-to-

purchase agreement.

Officials have talked for years about the need to replace the State

House, citing limited space for public access, poor accessibility for

people with disabilities, flooding and mold.

A facility assessment conducted by an engineering firm in March

2020 found that the eight-story, 315,000 square foot building
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needed $51 million in repairs, renovations and replacements over

10 years.

The RSA has a track record for constructing office buildings in

downtown Montgomery over the last several decades.

Mike Cason has covered politics and state government for AL.com

since 2013. Cason has worked as a reporter or editor since

receiving a bachelor's degree in journalism from the University of

Alabama in 1986....
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