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Rare Fossil Whale Unearthed by Alabama High School Student
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A high school student and her biology teacher recently dis-
covered a 30-million-year-old fossilized whale skeleton on 
a farm owned by the student’s family in Monroe County, 

about 80 miles north of Mobile. The whale, which could be 20 
feet long, will take at least three to four 
years to excavate and could be a first-
of-its-kind find in Alabama.

Lindsey Stallworth, now a junior 
at the Alabama School of Math and 
Science (ASMS) in Mobile, has been 
collecting fossils on her family’s land 
for as long as she can remember. “We 
would go out and pick up shark teeth 
and fossil shells, but we never knew 
anyone that could tell us anything 
about them,” said Stallworth. “We just 
thought they were cool.” 

Fortunately, one of the biology 
faculty members at ASMS, Dr. Andrew 
Gentry, is a paleontologist who has 
studied Alabama fossils since child-
hood. He is part of a distinguished three-member department 
at the school, and just last year, Gentry made headlines for 
leading the research into a previously unknown species of giant 
freshwater turtle that inhabited the state during the time of the 
dinosaurs.

After learning of Dr. Gentry’s research interests, Stallworth 
brought a few of the fossils she had collected to class to see if 
her professor could tell her more about them. “I immediately 
recognized one of the fossil shark teeth Lindsey showed me,” said 
Gentry, “and I wanted to know more about where she found it.”

Once school ended for the summer, Gentry traveled to the 
Stallworth’s farm and was amazed by the quantity and variety of 
fossils on the property. “I’ve been collecting fossils in Alabama 
for more than 30 years, and this was easily one of the best fossil 
sites I’ve seen anywhere in the state,” Gentry said. After only a 

few hours of searching, Gentry says he noticed tiny pieces of fos-
silized bone scattered over a small hillside. “I followed the trail of 
bone fragments up the hill, and it led right to several large bones 
eroding out of the soil.”

Gentry, Stallworth, and a few 
helpers spent most of June and July 
carefully excavating the fossilized 
remains and transporting them back 
to ASMS’s newly renovated Maker-
space, where students and faculty 
collaborate on projects while sharing 
ideas, equipment, and knowledge. The 
ASMS Makerspace houses a robotics 
studio, a paleontology lab, and a class-
room for STEM research.

Due to the whale’s size, the team 
has only recovered the skull so far 
but plans to return next summer to 
excavate more of the skeleton. “If the 
complete skeleton is there, it could 
take several years before we have the 

entire animal back in the lab,” Gentry said.
Thanks to a unique Research Fellows Program available to 

high-achieving students at ASMS, Stallworth can now work 
alongside Dr. Gentry cleaning, repairing, and studying the fossil 
whale. “The Research Fellows Program allows Lindsey to gain 
real-world experience in scientific research and even present 
that research at professional conferences,” says Gentry. “It’s a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for a high school student to stand 
out when applying to college and maybe even discover a new 
career path.”
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Lindsey Stallworth in the Makerspace research lab

Candidates Sought for Four  
TRS Board Positions

Candidates are being sought for four positions on the TRS 
Board of Control: Teacher No. 3, held by Mary Beth Tate; 
Support Personnel No. 2, held by Amy Knight Fowler; 

Principal, held by Thomas E. Jones; and Higher Education 
No. 2, held by Kelli Shomaker. The election will take place in 
January 2024. Elected members will begin their three-year 
term of service on July 1, 2024. 

Nomination packets are available at www.rsa-al.gov or 
by contacting the Elections Coordinator at 334.517.7192 or 
877.517.0020. The completed packet must be returned to the 
TRS office no later than 4:00 p.m., December 4, 2023. ●

Local Governments – Retiree Bonuses

This past session, the Legislature passed a bill to give a 
second chance for local governments, such as cities and 
counties, to give the retiree bonus that the Legislature 

authorized in 2022. This bonus was paid last year to all state 
and education retirees and to the local retirees of the 484 
local governments that authorized such payment by the initial 
deadline. 

Forty four local governments took advantage of this sec-
ond chance and authorized the bonus for their retirees. The 
bonus for these local retirees will be paid out in December. 
This is only for the local retirees who did not receive a bonus 
last year and whose former local government employer autho-
rized the bonus before October 31.●


