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A Solid Benefit Improvement for 
Active Members

B Y  N E A H  S C O T T,  L E G I S L AT I V E  C O U N S E L

Until this session, many RSA members have been faced with the difficult 
decision of continuing to work or retiring early to protect their fam-
ilies. State law provides that if an RSA member is retirement-eligible 

and dies in active service, their beneficiary can only receive 50% of what 
the member would have received if they had retired. Many members who 
wanted to continue working may instead have retired early to lock in a 
higher benefit for their beneficiary. 

Rep. Corley Ellis recognized this problem and worked with the RSA to 
correct it. Due to his efforts, and with the help of various groups and asso-
ciations, the Legislature passed a bill to change this law. Under the new leg-
islation, if a retirement-eligible member dies in active service, the surviving 
spouse can receive 100% of what the member would have received if they 
had retired. The only requirement is that the member must have designated 
the surviving spouse as their sole beneficiary. This change will allow mem-
bers to continue working if they want and still ensure their spouses will be 
protected if something happens to them. 

This is an important change that will have a significant impact for many 
RSA members and their families. The Legislature and the bill sponsor 
should be applauded for recognizing the importance of the issue and taking 
action to address it! ●

Retiree Bonus This Month
B Y  N E A H  S C O T T,  L E G I S L AT I V E  C O U N S E L

The Alabama Legislature passed much-needed 
retiree bonuses for TRS and ERS retirees in the 
amount of $2 per month of service credit. For 

example, this will equal $600 for members with 25 
years of service and $720 for members with 30 years 
of service. Be on the lookout for the bonus because it 
will be paid in April for state and education retirees!

Cities, counties, and local boards can elect to 
provide the same bonus to their retirees. They must 
make the election by the end of August. If they 
elect to do so, their retirees will receive the bonus 
in October.

A lot of hard work went into getting these 
bonuses. The Alabama Retired State Employees’ 
Association and the Alabama Education Association, 
along with its retiree division, the Alabama Educa-
tion Retirees Association, fought hard to get these 
bonuses. A number of members of the Legislature put 
in a lot of effort to make this happen as well, includ-
ing the Senate sponsors, Sen. Del Marsh, Sen. Greg 
Albritton, and Sen. Bobby Singleton, and the House 
sponsors, Rep. Danny Garrett and Rep. Chris Sells. ●

C O N T I N U E D  O N  PA G E  T W O

The Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail had Record Rounds in 2021
B Y  M A R K  FA G A N

The Retirement Systems of Alabama’s 
(RSA) RTJ Golf Trail had the most 
rounds played in 2021 in any year 

since it opened in 1992. There were 
600,000 rounds played in 2021, which was 
a 25.4% increase over 2020. Mike Beverly, 
president of Sunbelt Golf Corporation, 
reported that historically, 50% or more 
of the Trail’s customers have come from 
outside Alabama with guests from all 50 
states and 24 different countries world-
wide. Each of the 11 sites on the Trail 
showed varying results and demographics.

At Prattville’s Capitol Hill, golfers 

played over 95,000 rounds in 2021. An 
unexpected 28% increase over 2020 in 
out-of-state players contributed to the 
increased rounds. Capitol Hill received 
World Golf Awards™ Alabama’s Best Golf 
Course for 2021 and was one of its Top 
50 nominees for North America’s Best 
Golf Course.

The Shoals trail site in Florence/Mus-
cle Shoals had a 33% increase in rounds in 
2021 over 2020. This was its best year for 
rounds since 2007. There was a surge in 
local play paired with increases in out-of-
state players (up 105% from 2020). Golfers 

from Nashville, Memphis, and other 
drive-in markets contributed to increased 
out-of-state play.

Dothan’s Highland Oaks had a 30% 
increase in 2021 over 2020, resulting in 
the most rounds since 2001. This increase 
included local play from new golfers 
and military personnel from nearby 
bases. Highland Oaks hosted qualifying 
school tournaments for the PGA TOUR’s 
Korn Ferry Tour, Mackenzie Tour, 
and the Q-Series finals for the LPGA 


