
Statewide Amendment 2 will be on the 
November 8th ballot and, if passed, 
will protect Alabama’s state parks. 

Championed by Sen. Clay Scofield, this 
amendment will prevent the Legislature 
from spending revenues generated by the 
state parks for purposes other than main-
taining the state parks.

Why is this important? The state parks 
are funded largely by park user fees. Due 
to continued shortfalls in Alabama’s Gen-
eral Fund, monies have been transferred 
from the state parks to the General Fund. 
Losing these funds led to the closure of 
five parks in 2015. This amendment would 
protect state park funds from transfer and 

ensure the continued operation of our 
state parks, which are important to our 
local communities, the general public, and 
Alabama’s economy. 

Vote YES on November 8th to protect 
our state parks! ●

Statewide Amendment 2: Vote Yes to Save Our State Parks

Chileans Rally for New Pension System
R YA N  D U B E ,  W A LL  STR EET  J O U R N A L

Thousands of Chileans took to the 
streets nationwide to demand a dis-
mantling of a private pension system 

criticized for providing retirees with 
low payouts.

The backlash against the system 
follows years of accolades by multilateral 
organizations such as the World Bank, 
which held up Chile’s pioneering use of 
individual savings accounts as an alter-
native for countries with costly state pen-
sions considered unsustainable because of 
aging populations.

But 35 years since it was implemented 
by Chile’s right-wing military dictator-
ship, critics say it hasn’t delivered on 
promises. Chilean opinion pollster Cadem 
found that 84% of Chileans want an 
overhaul, while a University of Santiago 
survey said 61% want to return to a public 
pension system.

“A better Chile is possible only if we 
recover the pension system,” Carolina 
Espinoza, a protest organizer, told Radio 
Bio Bio on Sunday. “This has to end.”

Under the current system, which 
requires workers to contribute 10% of 
their salaries to individual accounts 
managed by a private company, Chil-
ean men receive on average 38% of their 
pre-retirement earnings, while women 

receive 33%, some of the lowest rates 
among countries belonging to the Orga-
nization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development….●
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Chairman Luke Hallmark gives the Oath of Office to Michael 
Sentance, Peggy Mobley, Joe Van Matre and Cathy McNeal

Health care

A Bigger Bite

Food at home

Sources: Brookings Institution analysis of Consumer Expenditure Survey, Labor Department

Middle-class families’ spending on health care has increased 25% since
2007. Other basic needs, such as clothing and food have decreased.
Percent change in middle-income households’ spending on 
basic needs (2007 to 2014)
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