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Politicians Face Yet Another Tough Year
B Y  D AV I D  G .  B R O N N E R

The Alabama Legislature returns in February to face more tough times in 
meeting the needs of Alabama but without the proper level of funding. 
Decades ago, Governor Wallace told me that it was fun watching “pol-

iticians” and “special interests” fight over how to spend additional revenue. 
He also quickly pointed out that politics is not fun when you cannot meet 
the needs of the state, especially when revenue is the same or less than the 
previous year.

It is probably pointless to again point out that other Southern states 
bring in a billion to almost two billion dollars a year in more tax revenue 
compared to Alabama. We are kidding ourselves if we believe Alabama can 
surpass neighboring states in education and attracting industry without a 
commitment to funding those aspirations.

Instead of expanding our opportunities, education has been drastically 
cut; the basis of any bright future. We have cut state services to the extent 
that the city of Montgomery has more policemen than the Alabama Law 
Enforcement Agency (state troopers). I have no doubt that what we have done 
to our mental health system will only revert us to the early 1970s, when it 
was left to the county jails to provide housing for the mentally disabled.

In the past, Alabama tried to solve problems by forming a firing squad in 
a circle instead of a line. That has not worked out so well. We are a conserva-
tive people, yet funding our basic needs at the lowest level – and still expect-
ing to be average or even great – is non-productive. ● 

It is Time to Realize  
that RSA is Important  

to Our Future
E D I T O R I A L

Recently, the University of Alabama was able 
to recruit an outstanding educator back to 
Alabama to take over the president’s office 

in Tuscaloosa. One of his personal objectives was 
to get vested in TRS. Likewise, the outstanding 
defensive coordinator for Auburn returned to the 
Plains because it would get him closer to qualify-
ing for his Alabama pension. We are delighted to 
have these men come back to Alabama.

In 2012, the Alabama Legislature, along 
with Pennsylvania, passed the most extensive ben-
efit changes in the United States by creating a Tier 
2 program for new hires, who will have to work 
longer and receive a lower retirement benefit than 
Tier 1 employees. Sometime in the not too distant 
future, these changes should be evaluated to deter-
mine whether the Tier 2 benefits are sufficient to 
retain teachers and public employees and recruit 
top talent from around the world to Alabama. ●

Constitutional Amendment for Judicial Reform
B Y  D AV I D  G .  B R O N N E R

An important constitutional amend-
ment (Statewide Amendment 1) will 
be on the ballot March 1, 2016. The 

Legislature passed Judicial Retirement 
reform (Act 2015-498) and legislation (Act 
2015-342) to phase out the costly super-
numerary systems for Circuit Clerks and 
District Attorneys. These changes will 
not take effect unless the voters pass this 
constitutional amendment. 

These important cost-saving changes 
will reduce retirement benefits payable 

to future judges and will eliminate, over 
time, two unfunded statewide supernu-
merary systems. Currently, Circuit Clerks 
and District Attorneys do not pay any-

thing toward their future supernumerary 
benefits. After meeting certain service 
requirements, the taxpayers pay them a 

life-time benefit from current revenue. 
There is no fund for the payment of these 
benefits. 

If this constitutional amendment 
passes, these elected officials will begin 
making contributions to a funded retire-
ment plan like other state employees.   

The Legislature has done its part in 
passing these important reforms. It is now 
up to you, the voters, to implement these 
positive changes for our state. Vote YES 
for this fiscally prudent amendment. ●

YES
A M E N D M E N T  O N E




