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What percentage of the medical lives is covered under Viva vs. BCBSAL?   What percentage is 
fully-insured/HMO vs. self-insured?  The medical lives quoted in the RFP are all PEEHIP Hospital 
Medical Plan covered lives.  The VIVA health plan is not a part of this RFP. 

 
From which organizations/vendors, will the Consultant receive data feeds?  It is expected that 
the data feeds will come from PEEHIP. 

 
Does PEEHIP have a preferred or exclusive specialty pharmacy arrangement?  Alabama is a “any 
willing provider state,” with a specialty pharmacy network being managed by its PBM. 

 
Should the Consultant price the services in one combined fee or ala carte since PEEHIP may 
purchase all or select components?  The RFP requires a total contract cost for the year, but 
component pricing can be included in addition to the total cost. 

 
Will the Consultant RFP response be made public and available to other vendors?  PEEHIP 
complies with the requirements of the Alabama Open Records Act.  Any request pursuant to 
that law will be reviewed by PEEHIP on a case-by-case basis. 
 
On a going basis, through the Freedom of Information Act, will the Consultant services and 
pricing be shared publically?  PEEHIP complies with the requirements of the Alabama Open 
Records Act.  Any request pursuant to that law will be reviewed by PEEHIP on a case-by-case 
basis.   
 
Section 2.9, Cost Submittal, p. 10, is it possible to provide the top 50 Specialty Drug’s annual 
utilization for PEEHIP?  Under the drug benefit program, PEEHIP’s top 10 specialty drugs by plan 
cost, not utilization, are:  Humira, Enbrel, Revlimid, Gleevec, Tecfidera, Sovaldi, Copaxone, 
Stelara, Omnitrope, and Forteo.   
 
Section 2.9, Cost Submittal, p. 10, is individual specialty drug criteria available publicly for 
PEEHIP?  See the PEEHIP website for specialty drug information.   
 
Will PEEHIP be able to supply the awarded vendor both pharmacy and medical specialty drug 
data in the format needed by the vendor to complete the assessment of savings opportunity 
of various programs?  The awarded vendor will have access to all of PEEHIP’s claims data.  
Reasonable efforts will be made by PEEHIP to reconcile formats. 
 
Will PEEHIP be able to supply information about the current programs in place with the medical 
carrier related to specialty drug management via the medical benefit?  PEEHIP expects full 
cooperation from its carriers regarding this project. 
 
Does this proposal include the management of any Medicare Advantage or Retirees program, or 
Medicaid members on the Medical benefit?  PEEHIP does not have a Medicare Advantage Plan.  
PEEHIP does include its EGWP program under the scope of this RFP.  The EGWP plan represents 
about 45% of PEEHIP’s total prescription plan spend.   
 



Section 1.1, Specialty Medications, page 1:  What is the current adjudication logic for a new 
specialty medication prescription regarding which provider (Medical carrier or PBM) is 
responsible for adjudicating and managing the claim?  The language in Section 1.1 explains how 
specialty drugs should be adjudicated. 

 
Section 1.1, Specialty Medication, page 1:  If it is determined that an existing vendor is not able 
to implement desired solutions, would PEEHIP consider a provider change?  The agreement will 
have a termination clause for the benefit of both parties.   
 

Section 1.1, Specialty Medications, page 3, second bullet:  Please confirm if the scope of services 
may include services for non-specialty drug management.  Confirmed.   

 

Section 1.1, Specialty Medications, page 3:  Are the Pharmacy Specialty Drug Spend 
expenditures provided in the tables labeled Pharmacy Specialty Drug Spend Data and Specialty 
Prescription Plan Data limited to only those drugs found on the PEEHIP Specialty Drug List found 
on the RSA website provided under Section 1.3 Other General Information of this RFP?  Not 
necessarily because the specialty drug list is updated only periodically. 

 

Section 1.2, Description of the PEEHIP’s Management and Operations, page 4:  How long has 
PEEHIP been contracting with each of the vendors outlined? This is not being disclosed as a part 
of this RFP. 

 

Section 1.3, Other General Information, page 4:  Please confirm that the PEEHIP Specialty Drug 
List found on the RSA website provided (see attached) dated October 1, 2014, Iists the current 
Specialty Drug List utilized by PEEHIP.  Not confirmed because the specialty drug list is updated 
only periodically. 

 

Section 1.3.9, Maximum Annual Fee, page 6:  How many physical meetings does PEEHIP 
anticipate between its staff and the consultant team in the first year? (This estimate is needed 
to determine travel costs for the budget.)  At least once per quarter.   

 

Section 2.9, Cost Submittal, page 10:  Will PEEHIP allow a review of the pricing sections of 
current PBM contract to compare current pricing compared to benchmarks to assist with 
determining possible savings?  The awarded vendor will have access to current prices available 
in the claims data.   

 

Section 2.9, Cost Submittal, page 10: We want to be sure we propose something within the 
scope of your budget. Please share the approved budget funding for this project.  This is not 
being disclosed as a part of this RFP. 

General:  As a contract is included for execution by the proposer at the time of submission, will 
there be an opportunity to revise or amend the contract following vendor selection? Yes, the 
agreement attached to the RFP is a sample agreement. 



 

General:  If the answer to the above is “no,” how should a responder propose contract language 
that it considers important? Should such language be included in the response, which would 
then be incorporated by reference? N/A 

 

General:  If the answer to questions #10 above is “yes,” but the proposer and the state are 
unable to reach agreeable terms, is the responder’s only option to execute the 90-day release 
clause?  PEEHIP retains the option to move on to the next highest bidder or decide not to award 
a contract at all. 

 

General:  If the proposer has had other contracts with state agencies that have incorporated 
contractual provisions important to the proposer, should the proposer’s response include 
references to such for review or would that be addressed after award?  Per the RFP, Vendor can 
provide supplemental information that would be of interest to PEEHIP. 

 

General:  Will all bidders receive copies of all the questions and answers submitted, along with a 
list of potential bidders and their questions?  Replies to all questions will be posted to the RSA 
website on Monday, August 3, 2015, per the RFP.  Vendor names will not be identified. 

 

General: Have there been any recent studies, presentations or related public or available 
material by PEEHIP or their advisors that we could review to assist us in our proposal?  Please 
refer to the RSA website to view previous PEEHIP Advisor newsletters for additional information.   
The link is:  http://www.rsa-al.gov/index.php/members/peehip/pubs-forms/peehip-newsletters. 

 


