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C’mon Man
By David G. Bronner

For those of us who enjoy football, we understand 
ESPN’s “C’mon Man” program. For the non-football 
types, it is a quick and fast show on really dumb mis-

takes made on the football field.  
Alabama is a state that has made tremendous strides 

forward over the last 15 years, but for the sake of every 
Alabamian, we cannot afford to fall to the back of the bus 
again.

Medicaid expansion will cover an additional 300,000 
fellow Alabamians. Make no mistake, if we do not let 
the federal government pay their medical expenses, every 
Alabamian who pays their own bills will have to pay for 
those who cannot. Not accepting OUR money that we 
have already sent to Washington to help Alabamians is 
truly a “C’mon Man” moment in Alabama history.

Governor “Doc” Bentley has until the end of the year 
to sign on; otherwise, Alabama starts to lose $375 million 
every 3 months! 

It is time for the public to let the “Doc from 
Tuscaloosa,” who ran for governor with the catchphrase 
“Alabama Needs A Doctor,” to remember the medical 
phrase “Do No Harm” to the 300,000+ Alabamians 
without insurance, especially when it saves all Alabamians 
their money. n    

Alabama Top Cat Bentley 
Refuses to Swallow Medicaid 

Expansion Medicine
By JD Crowe, Al.com

It’s easier to push a pill down a cat’s throat than it is to make Gov. 
Bentley swallow his pride and accept the financial benefits of 
Medicaid expansion. Right, David Bronner? Dr. Bronner, head 

of the Retirement Systems of Alabama, has been trying to shake 
some sense into Dr. Bentley, head of the Anti-Obamacare Systems of 
Alabama Politics.

Heck, several of Bentley’s other defiant GOP anti-government gov-
ernor brothers, including Texas’ Rick Perry, are now quietly lining up to 
get their Medicaid money shots. 

I know. That don’t make it right. We should trust Gov. Bentley. He’s 
a doctor. We’re paying him big (zero) bucks to make these decisions for 
us. So far he’s been worth every penny. n

JD Crowe is the statewide cartoonist for the Alabama Media Group and al.com.

The federal government will pay the Medicaid funds 
quarterly. Thus, you lose the first quarterly payment if you do 
not join the program before year-end. Waiting until after the 
2014 election would cost the state $1.5 billion.

The 90-day countdown to Alabama  
losing $375 million!

Raycom Media 
Expanding

One of RSA’s largest investments, Raycom Media, is 
expanding with the proposed purchase of the FOX 
station in New Orleans for $55.6 million. Pending 

year-end approval by the FCC, the station would immedi-
ately increase in value by more than $12 million due to the 
re-transmission fees paid to Raycom compared to a single 
station owner.  

Raycom Media, an employee-owned company located in 
Montgomery, is one of the nation’s largest broadcasters and 
owns and/or provides services for 52 television stations in 
36 markets and 18 states. Raycom stations cover 12.6 per-
cent of U.S. television households and employ nearly 3,500 
individuals in full- and part-time positions. n 



GolfGetaways Magazine
Explore: Robert Trent Jones Trail

By Eric N. Hart

Of course, it took a guy from way 
up north, not far from my home 
in Minnesota, to bring this Trail 

to life. Dr. David Bronner wanted to move 
somewhere people could comfortably play 
golf year-round, and Bear Bryant’s old 
Alabama stomping grounds fit the bill. 
But apparently one course wasn’t enough 
for Dr. Bronner.

He wanted to go big.
What began as a plan for 324 holes 

at seven sites became reality (and has 
since increased by 50 percent), and 
Bronner’s vision for the Trail became the 
primary subsidy for Retirement Systems of 
Alabama. It’s unique, and it might be the 
single greatest golf venture in American 
history, especially considering it bears 
Mr. Jones’ name. Interestingly, Jones was 
the only architect who responded to Dr. 
Bronner’s initial pitch.

Great call both ways.
Other than Lakewood Golf Club in 

Point Clear, each course was conceived 
and built as a permanent cornerstone of 
the Trail. It’s no marketing gimmick, no 
“title only’’ association, and definitely 
no “flash in the pan” success story. In its 
20-plus years of existence, SunBelt Golf 
and its 1,000-plus employees have kept 
the Trail running strong before, during 
and after some of this nation’s hardest 
economic times. It’s a fair argument as 
to who has benefitted more, the retired 
community of Alabama or the thousands 
of golfers who annually can, and do, play 
at least 363½ days a year on its two-dozen 
plus courses.

Enhancing the “destination” value of 
the Trail is its close association with 
Marriott, which has eight outstanding 
hotels, collectively known as the Resort 
Collection, serving as ideal hubs at seven 
of the 11 Trail stops. Three recently 
made Travel+Leisure’s “Top 500 Hotels 

in the World” list, and several were our 
home away from home for nine nights, 
loaded with the amenities any business 
or casual traveler (single, couple, family 
or golf group) would have on their check 
lists, including spas, fitness centers, scenic 
tropical-themed pools, fast elevators and 
flavorful restaurants with dynamic eve-
ning entertainment options. The award-
winning “Stay’’ selections greatly comple-
ment the “Play’’ opportunities of the Trail, 
most of them just a quick complimen-
tary shuttle ride from their respective golf 
facilities.

Just about every golf publication has 
profiled the Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail, 
lauded its magnitude and applauded the 
originality. And it markets itself with 
what I like to think of as a Lee Greenwood 
mentality ... “from the lakes of Minnesota 
to the hills of Tennessee.” (There are six 
promotional billboards within 50 miles of 
my house). And in many ways, the Trail 
appeals more to the average everyday golf-
er than any top-ranked course or destina-
tion can, largely because its cost-to-value 
is relatively unmatched and the wealth of 
golf options dwarfs those in often more 
well-known coastal regions.

Alabama can compete head-to-head 
for golf business and attention with the 
Carolinas, Florida, Arizona and California, 
but that’s not their true competition – the 
Trail’s evangelists praise and appreciate 
those other destinations as much as any 
traveler, but they don’t worry in the least 
about where the grass may be seasonally 
greener.

Not everyone can afford to play there, 
for one thing, while anyone can afford to 
play here. Not everyone is skilled enough 
to play some of those courses, but anyone 
can get it around on a Trail track if they 
choose the right tees.

Plus, most facilities offer instruction 

centers, full-scale practice ranges and 
plenty of professionals willing and able to 
help you with any facet of your game.

In short, you don’t have to be good to 
love it here. On the other hand, you can 
equally be great and love it here – the Trail 
hosts multiple LPGA and Champions 
Tour events, even officially sponsoring 
an event at Capitol Hill for the first time 
next year. The heart of America’s golf 
scene truly pounds strong year-round in 
the Yellowhammer State.

From the Gulf Shore coast near Mobile, 
to the Florida, Georgia and Mississippi 
state lines, it’s seldom too hot or too cold, 
never hard to find outstanding golf, and 
the conditions ... well, lest you think (as I 
did) that surely some of these places have 
to be cow pastures, not one of them is. 
On the 15 courses we played, conditions 
were consistently impressive, with regu-
larly rolled, smooth greens always running 
speeds between 9 and 11; clean fairways 
and tee boxes without exception; and 
service inside and out living up to the very 
high Trail-wide expectations.

And these courses weren’t just thrown 
together. Their locations were intention-
ally spread across the four distinct topo-
graphical regions of Alabama – mountains,  
wetlands, coastal and metropolitan centers –  
to provide the golfer with every imaginable 
element, environment and entertainment 
opportunity. Their designs were deliber-
ately and diligently planned to the very 
last detail, and are clearly (even today) 
managed in the same vein: Southern hos-
pitality at its very best.

Courses come in all shapes and sizes, 
from “short” 3-par designs routed in nines 
(three of them) or eighteen (four of them), 
to mammoth 8,200-yard beasts that seem 
much longer than the five miles they are 
mathematically.

Giants bear names like Fighting Joe, 



Mindbreaker, Heartbreaker, The Judge and Backbreaker – 
each living up to its daunting moniker.

The Trail comprises 172,398 yards of golf from the tips. 
That’s 98 miles. My journey, from the Orange tees (averag-
ing just under 6,800 yards per championship 18) covered 
90,779 of those yards, or 52 miles of Robert Trent Jones 
golf. I negotiated 252 holes at 216 over par with a dozen 
birdies, two eagles (one of them my first-ever hole-in-one), 
more than 2,000 photos, and just as many smiles. From 
the first tee box in northwest Alabama, at Fighting Joe, to 
the last cup at Lakewood Golf Club, just off Mobile Bay 
in Point Clear, it was the greatest of adventures, the most 
epic of stateside golf trips, and the realization of a fantasy 
initiated by those billboards along a Minnesota highway a 
decade ago. 

Though coined elsewhere, the phrase “if you build it, 
they will come” was made popular by the movie Field of 
Dreams in 1989. Shortly after the flick’s debut, ground was 
broken on several of the Trail sites. Coincidence? Perhaps. 
But there’s no doubt that each is a home run, on the big 
screen and in the biggest of Deep South scenes. For us, 
10 golf-packed days on the Robert Trent Jones Trail is as 
heavenly as it gets in Alabama. Or pretty much anywhere. 

(Editor’s note: Eight-page story with 12 large photos 
http://playgolfgetaways.com/) n

Healthcare Services Are Key Roadblocks  
to Job Growth

By Dawn Kent Azok | dazok@al.com

Dwindling healthcare services in 
Alabama’s rural counties are hurt-
ing the regions’ efforts to attract 

new jobs and investment, according to a 
statewide panel of economic developers.

The recruiters are part of a new ini-
tiative by the Economic Development 
Association of Alabama that’s aimed at 
boosting rural economic development. 
Their first step, identifying key needs and 
wants, turned up five things: rural incen-
tives, workforce development, education 
of economic developers and politicians, 
communications and healthcare.

“What’s happening in some of the 
areas is that they’re losing hospitals,” said 
Wayne Vardaman, executive director of 
the Selma and Dallas County Economic 

Development Authority. Vardaman, who 
is helping lead the EDAA effort, cited last 
year’s closure of Chilton Medical Center 
in Clanton as an example, a move that 
left Chilton County without a hospital. 
A lack of basic healthcare services hurts 
the attractiveness of an area when com-
panies are looking for a place to invest in 
new jobs and operations.

Data from the Alabama Rural Health 
Association offers more specifics on the 
issue. For example, eight Alabama coun-
ties have no hospital at all, while 16 
counties have no dialysis clinic and 37 
counties do not have hospitals that deliver 
babies, according to Dale Quinney, execu-
tive director of the group. The counties 
without a hospital are Henry, Macon, 

Lowndes, Perry, Chilton, Coosa, Cleburne 
and Lamar.

Coosa, meanwhile, doesn’t have a sin-
gle physician within its borders. “If you 
don’t have the healthcare locally, it’s 
going to be extremely difficult to bring 
in industry,” Quinney said … Last year, 
Alabama landed more than 20,000 new 
jobs and investments topping $5.4 billion, 
but a closer look at the numbers shows 
portions of the state are being left out of 
its economic development success….

(Editor’s Note: HEllo, Governor 
Bentley accepting $4.5 BILLION – 
$1.5 BILLION per year for 3 years from 
Medicaid – helps solve this problem!) n

E D I T o R I A l  

The Decatur Daily

The Affordable Care Act is imperfect. Its passage required 
compromises with numerous interest groups and politi-
cians, and most of those compromises added complexities 

to the law.  
The American people should be rooting for the Affordable 

Care Act. Our health-care system is broken. About 45 million 
Americans have no health insurance, which for most means they 
have no access to health care except at emergency rooms.

That’s not just a problem for the uninsured. Americans pay 
for each other’s health care; they just do so in an amazingly inef-
ficient way.

Everybody wins when an uninsured person gains access to 
preventive health care.  Not only does that person’s quality of life 
improve, the rest of the nation pays far less for health care. It is 
less expensive to treat diabetes than to treat the heart attack that 
results from uncontrolled diabetes. 

Instead of treating “Obamacare” as a partisan symbol deserv-
ing of sabotage, elected officials should try to make it work.

Social Security and Medicare required numerous legislative 
tweaks before they worked efficiently. The Affordable Care Act 
will need the same, but the U.S. House is determined to cripple 
the law.

The efforts to undermine the Affordable Care Act will con-
tinue until the people decide it’s an experiment worth trying. 
Making affordable health care available to almost all U.S. citizens 
is a goal that benefits everyone. Partisan efforts to thwart that 
goal are an affront to all Americans. n

GolfGetaways Magazine cont’d
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ENJoY YoUR FAll/wINTER
A Special Deal

F o R  R S A  M E M B E R S

The Battle House,  
A Renaissance Hotel – Mobile – $109 
• October 1-3, 11-19, 25-27, 30-31  
• November 3-7, 10-14, 17-30 • December 1-30

The Renaissance Riverview Plaza – Mobile – $99 
• October 1-3, 11-21, 25-27, 30-31  
• November 3-7, 10-14, 17-30 • December 1-30

Marriott Grand – $109 plus a 15% resort fee  
• October 1-2, 6-8, 13-15, 30-31 
• November 10-11, 17-21 • December 1-8, 15-22, 27-30
Marriott Grand – RSA Golf Package – $179 plus a 15% 
resort fee 
NEW! Enter Promotional code – R2A 
Includes: Deluxe Room, One Round of Golf for Two People. 
Call for Tee Times after booking package 
• October 1-2, 6-8, 13-15, 30-31 
• November 10-11, 17-21 • December 1-8, 15-22, 27-30

Marriott Shoals – Florence – $99 
• October 6-7, 27 • November 8-11, 22-30 
• December 1, 8, 22-28

Renaissance Ross Bridge – Hoover – $109  
• October 1-2, 6, 20, 22-23, 27-31 
• November 3, 10, 17-19, 24-26 
• December 1-5, 8-12, 15-19, 22-31

Opelika Marriott – $99 
• October 2-3, 6-10, 14-17, 20-23, 27-30 
• November 3-6, 10-14, 17-19, 22-28 
• December 1-12, 15-31

Prattville Marriott – $89 
• October 1-2, 12-15, 29-31 
• November 1, 3-4, 6-12, 15-17, 22-26, 29-30 
• December 1-4, 6, 8-9, 11-31

Renaissance Montgomery – $109 
• October 1-5, 13, 20-22 
• November 1, 3-6, 8-10, 14, 19-20, 22-26 
• December 7-8, 13-31
Renaissance Montgomery Spa Package – $189 
NEW! Enter Promotional code – R2A  
Includes Deluxe Room 
• October – 1-3, 22 • November 5-6, 14, 19-20  
• December 17-19

Michigan: State Ready 
to Expand Medicaid

Source: Associated Press

In a bipartisan 75-32 vote, the State House 
approved expanding the government 
health insurance program to almost a half-

million Michigan residents within a few years, 
nearly halving the state’s uninsured. The vote 
positions Michigan to become the largest state 
controlled by Republicans to support a major 
component of the new federal health care law 
and would nearly halve the number of unin-
sured state residents within a few years

Governor Rick Snyder, a Republican for 
whom Medicaid expansion was a major prior-
ity, will sign the bill. 

(Editor’s Note: All Alabama needs is the 
governor’s signature before year end!) n

Rates available the 1st of the month  
and are not applicable to groups. Specific room  

requests may require an additional charge.

800-228-9290 Ask for RSA rate.
NEw! Promotional Code: R2A

on www.rsa-al.gov/hotels.htm 
Book Online and Save RSA $4.

TRS Board of Control 
Election

Two TRS Board positions are up for 
election this fall. The Retired Position 
#2 has six candidates: Judy West Bell, 

Alma Jones, John Landers, Dorothy “Dot” 
Strickland, and Joe Ward. Ballots will be 
mailed directly to each retiree on October 15, 
2013. Only members who are currently on the 
TRS retiree payroll will be eligible to vote. 
You can vote by paper ballot, telephone, or the 
internet. Instructions will be included with the 
ballot. Ballots or votes must be returned or cast 
by November 21, 2013, at 4:00 p.m.

Only one individual qualified for the 
Superintendent Position and that is Luke 
Hallmark, the incumbent. There will be no 
election for this position and Luke Hallmark will 
begin a new three-year term on July 1, 2014. n


