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ON THE ROAD

In these parts, next to church on Sunday, litde
is more sacred than Saturdays in the fall and
University of Alabama football — and sorry
to the good folk who align with Auburn

University and would vehemently object.

To this day, a good number of "Bama faith-

ful speak legendary former Crimson Tide
coach Paul “Bear” Bryants name with the same

reverence as they do the good Lord. And

Bryant hasnt been on the Alabama sideline for
more than a quarter century.

A poll conducted by the Mobile Register
newspaper several years ago revealed that 86
percent of the state’s population pulled for
one of the two Southeastern Conference
brethren, and that the percentage of atheists
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outnumbered the non-football fans in this
Bible Belt state. :

Yet while football may very well reign-as
the No..1 spdrt in the state, there are only
roughly a dozen Saturdays a year i which to
worship. And if Bryant’s name evokes such pas-
sion for a devoted legion of football fans, then
it's fair to say course architect Robert Trent
Jones Sr. strikes a similar chord for golfers —
be they Alabamians or otherwise.

For nearly two decades, the Robert Trent
Jones Golf Irail has not only earned the pride of
its home state, but it has become synonymous
with a state that before its creation had no dis-
cernable tie to the game.

The RT] Golf Trail consists of 11 venues,
26 courses and 468 holes that extend from the
states mountainous terrain in the north and
central regions to the wetlands near the Gulf
Coast. (You mean Alabama has a coastline?

Well... more on that later.).
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